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IATI Update - IATI Secretariat, September 2011
This note provides an update on progress with IATI since the February meeting of the IATI Steering Committee. Over the past six months, the Secretariat’s main focus has been on finalising details and providing guidance on the IATI standard agreed by the Steering Committee in February, supporting donor implementation and preparing for HLF4 in Busan.  
Update on Implementation 

To 19 September, five signatories were publishing their aid information to the IATI standard including the UK, Australia, Netherlands, the World Bank and the William and Flora Hewlett Foundation. In addition, one NGO (Development Initiatives Poverty Research) has begun publishing information to the standard and a further ten signatories have published plans to begin implementing IATI in November before HLF4.  We continue to improve the IATI Registry to create a faster and more effective system for categorising existing and incoming data. The IATI support desk has dealt with 60 queries in the past six months. The Knowledge Base has received 55 postings in the past 3 months and is viewed around 1100 times per month. The Secretariat is developing tools to improve access to and coverage of IATI data. These include an IATI web browser,  a facility jointly managed with Development Gateway to convert data from the CRS++ format to the IATI format and a service providing access to a consolidated set of IATI data. 

New Joiners and Expressions of Interest 
The African Development Bank joined IATI in April, the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB and Malaria’s membership was confirmed in June and UNOPS joined IATI in September, bringing the total number of signatories to 21. In addition, a number of NGOs have expressed interest in publishing their information to IATI. 

New Partner Country Endorsers 

Since February, four additional partner countries have endorsed IATI – Sierra Leone, Lebanon, Tanzania and Madagascar – bringing the total to 22. 
Other News on IATI 

IATI has been positively referenced in two recent documents. The European Commission’s Communication of 8th September on Aid Effectiveness sets out proposals for a common EU position for HLF4 notes. It notes that “The main achievement in transparency since Accra has been the agreement and implementation of the International Aid Transparency Initiative (IATI) standard by its current 20 signatories, including nine from the EU.” The Communication details several steps that donors should commit to in Busan
. 
Later in September, a Statement by Commonwealth Finance Ministers included the following recommendation: “We reaffirmed our commitments on transparency and predictability in the Accra Agenda for Action in 2008 and urged that these commitments be implemented in a timely fashion... we have agreed to collectively support the adoption of IATI or an IATI-compatible common...our donor members will issue a timetable for the achievement of these common standards; and will ensure that our partner countries are supported in establishing information systems which reduce the fragmentation of existing aid information, better integrate aid information into budget systems and set out a clear set of rules and processes for the management and integration of aid information.”
CSO Update 

A new CSO working group has been established under the Technical Advisory Group, co-chaired by Beris Gwynne (INGO Accountability Charter) and Brian Tomlinson (CSO Open Forum). The group will agree common principles governing the inclusion and participation of CSOs in IATI, assess the relevance of the IATI standard for CSOs and recommend adjustments, and work with the TAG to develop guidance materials for CSOs wishing to publish their information to the IATI standard. 
Update on Foundations

The US-based Foundation Center have completed a mapping of the IATI standard to the relevant fields in their database. While not all IATI fields are relevant for them, they have a working understanding of how the major fields will map.  Based on this, they will begin building a system which will allow them to develop a test set of Foundation Center data in the IATI format. They hope to have an initial Beta version of this application completed by the end of November 2011.

Update on Country Pilots 

Three country pilots are planned to test various aspects of IATI’s potential use at country level, including automated data exchange between IATI and national aid information management systems and aligning IATI information with country budgets (DRC and Rwanda), capturing data on planned disbursements (Rwanda) and integrating data from NGOs and South-South Cooperation providers in AIMS (Colombia).  
Plans for Busan 

The draft summary of the July WP-EFF Executive Committee meeting confirmed that IATI was proposed as a potential building block for HLF4 with support from partner country signatories of the initiative, US, UK, and the World Bank. The IATI Secretariat submitted an application for IATI to be a building block at Busan, and IATI was positively referenced in broader proposals on transparency submitted by the Transparency Task Team and by the EC. The Task Team proposal has been accepted and there will be a meeting to discuss the transparency building block on 5th October in Paris. 
The second draft of the Busan Outcome Document was released on 18th September and includes a proposed commitment to: “Design and implement a standard format for electronic publication of timely, comprehensive information on resources provided through development co-operation, building on the achievements of the International Aid Transparency Initiative and other efforts to date in this area. This standard must meet the information needs of partner country governments and key non-state actors. We will agree on this standard and publish our respective schedules to implement it by December 2012, and ensure its full implementation by December 2015.” Members will have the opportunity discuss their response to this document at the forthcoming IATI Steering Committee meeting. 
The IATI Secretariat, Development Initiatives and Rwanda have made a joint application for an e-poster in the Knowledge and Innovation Space at Busan plus linked Knowledge Workshop on Transparency in Action: IATI’s impact – practical access and use of data. 
The outcome of these applications and other related side-events on transparency will be published in due course. 

For further information on IATI, please contact the IATI secretariat at iati@aidtransparency.net  
� Including: 


“i) develop internal systems which allow for multi-year budgeting of development cooperation, 


ii) adapt a global reporting standard based on IATI and the Development Assistance Committee (DAC) Creditor Reporting System, 


iii) develop and implement mechanisms which align aid data standards with partner countries' budget classifications and 


iv) disclose all country-specific information of the DAC forward spending exercise, including more detailed information at sector level.” 








